Closure
The COVID-19 Regional Risk Matrix is one tool that can inform the decision-making process for school
districts when considering when remote learning might be indicated. Local circumstances should be
considered when making decisions impacting specific school districts and schools. Many factors would
need to be considered when deciding to close schools such as the distribution of cases within the school.
Closure is a local decision that should be made by school administrators in consultation with local
public health. While it is not possible to account for every scenario that schools may encounter over
the course of the school year, the following scenarios may help inform the decision for when schools
should temporarily close.
SCENARIO

CLOSURE

1 confirmed case in the school

School remains open*; students and staff in close contact
with positive case are excluded from school for 14 days.

2 or more cases in the same classroom (outbreak
limited to one cohort)

School remains open*; students and staff in close contact
with positive case are excluded from school for 14 days.
Recommendations for whether the entire classroom would
be considered exposed will be based on public health
investigation.
School remains open*; students and staff in close contact
with positive cases are excluded from school for 14 days.

2 or more cases within 14 days, but are linked to
a clear alternative exposure that is unrelated to
the school setting and unlikely to be a source of
exposure for the larger school community (e.g.
in same household, exposed at the same event
outside of school)
2 or more cases within 14 days, linked together
by some activity in school, but who are in
different classrooms (outbreak involving
multiple cohorts)
A significant community outbreak is occurring or
has recently occurred (e.g., large event or large
local employer) and is impacting multiple staff,
students, and families served by the school
community
2 or more cases are identified within 14 days
that occur across multiple classrooms and a clear
connection between cases or to a suspected or
confirmed case of COVID-19 cannot be easily
identified (outbreak involving multiple cohorts)
Very high risk of community transmission (refer
to COVID-19 Regional Risk Level Matrix)

Recommendations for whether school closure is indicated
will be based on investigation by local health department.

Consider closing school for 14 days, based on investigation
by local health department.

Close school for 14 days.

Close school until COVID-19 transmission decreases.

* Note: A temporary closure may also be considered for a period of 2-5 days if a student or staff member attended school while
potentially infectious, before being confirmed as having COVID-19. This short-term dismissal allows time for local health
officials to gain a better understanding of the COVID-19 situation impacting the school and perform contact tracing.

Period of closure: After switching to remote learning due to high levels of viral transmission in the
school or local geographic community, districts or schools should wait a minimum of 14 days before
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