
Dear Parents, 

We have now started the second phase of our Oak Hill Academy remote learning experience.                
Like any new venture, we had a plan and tools to implement the process. Our entire country has                  
realized that life in general, and education in particular, needed time for adjustments and              
improvements. 

Oak Hill Academy has a number of advantages when we consider a remote learning               
environment. As a small school, we have the ability to test procedures and make changes as we                 
see appropriate. In fact, we are making multiple contingency plans for when a re-opening is               
allowed. We have dedicated teachers who have used their talents to engage and care for their                
students from afar. Our students have been active in their school work and have continued to be                 
optimistic about our future. Our parents have found themselves in different roles as well, and are                
inventing new ways to run their households with additional responsibilities. As I have said many               
times before, “there is no manual for parenthood.” In the future, we’ll all look back and marvel just                  
how we all got through these unusual times. 

A few weeks ago, we sent out a parent survey to evaluate where we are with remote learning                   
and to get feedback so that we can make adjustments. We truly appreciate all of the parents who                  
completed the survey and those who have reached out to us separately with their support. We                
hear and react to your comments. 

 I would like to share with you some of the results and our responses (in italics). 

Key:  % = agree + strongly agree 

● 76% of parents thought that online assignments were easy to understand. We can             
improve by asking teachers to make directions as clear as possible.If a student doesn’t              
understand, please don’t hesitate to ask for assistance. 

● 75% of parents felt that their children were connected to the remote learning environment.              
I believe time will help with this, even more. 

● 84% of parents saw their children become more of an independent learner. That really is               
a major goal of learning. 

● 83% said that their children were collaborating with classmates. This is a real world skill               
that is valued more and more by society. 

● 92% replied that their child had time for pleasure reading. Reading is still the key for future                 
academic success. 

● 97% felt that their child’s teacher was responsive and sensitive to questions and             
concerns. We must keep the lines of communication open. Please continue to reach out              
to your child’s teacher. 

● 78% responded on a scale of 1-10 at an 8 or higher on the question of your child’s overall                   
remote learning experience. We are constantly seeking ways to provide our students and             
families the very best education that we can develop.Our teachers are working tirelessly             
to achieve positive results. 



● Results about how appropriate was the time spent involved in online learning: 
○ 34%   not enough 
○ 37%   appropriate 
○ 29%   too much 

Although there is no consensus, the school continues to evolve in determining the              
appropriate level of online instruction. Research tells us that all children have to be actively               
involved in their own learning. Remote learning must be a blend of direct instruction via               
videoconferencing, teacher created and directed activities, student independent work, research          
with discovery, inventing, thinking creatively, and, of course, reading. 

Our teachers are constantly making adjustments for their grade level since attention span              
varies greatly from PreK – 8.Our goal is to find the right balance. A good blend of videoconference                  
sessions, instructional videos, and engaging student work is what we are all trying to establish.In               
the Upper School, we have expanded the videoconferencing times and gave our students their              
personalized weekly schedule.Teachers will use the time as they see necessary using whole class              
sessions, small group gatherings, and discussion time. This plan may be expanded; however,             
teachers will continue to contact students individually and students need time to complete             
thoughtful assignments. 

Here are some parent suggestions and the school responses: 

(1) I think the Lower School could benefit from a weekly schedule. 

-This is currently being worked on and may already have been put in place by the time                 
of this writing. 

(2) Use of multiple platforms is confusing. 

- The administration, teachers and tech coordinator are in constant consultation about            
the various platforms since the technology changes frequently. Teachers choose the           
platform that works best for their subject. If you are experiencing a technical issue,              
please reach out to that teacher. 

(3) I think the live Zoom classes are great.Teachers are doing an amazing job with online                
work. 

(4) I do think it would be nice for Lower School to have live instruction science class. 

- Lower School specials will soon be offering videoconferencing with their students. 

(5) At times the work load is too much, and too concentrated on the screen.Free reading                
should be substituted for busy work. History Fair should utilize items found around the house. 

- Administration has strongly suggested to teachers that learning should have “depth            
rather than breadth”. The decision to switch to a virtual History Fair was announced              
before spring vacation. Building a project is optional. Creativity is the key! 



(6) Additional “live” classes should be more structured. 

- As stated above, during the week of 4/20, Upper School teachers and students began               
a weekly time schedule. This is currently expandable so that we can add times and               
have teachers in the Upper School use their videoconferencing for different           
functions.Having a full day of videoconferencing has been found by many schools to be              
a negative as it leads to student distraction, onscreen burnout and little free time for               
concentrated work. A blend of approaches is necessary giving the student chances to             
be creative and engaged.Since focus, stamina and attention span are issues, Lower            
School teachers are constantly making adjustments. 

(7) I want to stress that there may currently be too much time spent online instruction and                 
Zoom meetings. 

- As stated above, we are constantly looking for a balance. 

(8) I appreciate that the rigor of coursework is being maintained, but it would be beneficial to                 
the children to scale back the amount just a bit to give their brains a break. 

- We know that this is a new kind of experience for us all. One of the great benefits of                    
maintaining a quality level of work is that our children will become independent             
learners.We are encouraging our teachers to be aware of student overload and to find              
that critical balance. 

Once again, thank you to everyone who took part in this survey and please be assured that                  
we will keep our students’ well-being number one. We will continue to confer with our independent                
school counterparts, our own teachers, and parents to make adjustments as necessary. It has              
been obvious that this has been a team effort and we appreciate all of your hard work and support. 

 Happy Birthday this week to: 

 4/21 Christopher Drudy (K) 
 4/24 Andrei Mitchell (5) 
 4/26   Evangeline Fennell (5) 
 Corbin Marchese (6) 
 Nicholas Giannatasio (7) 

Very truly yours,  

Joseph A. Pacelli 

Headmaster, Oak Hill Academy  

 


